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In the "Talk” part of Read Talk Play Everyday, it's crucial to show how each component complements and overlaps with the others. Using
the TALK strategy makes conversations with children both easy and powerful. Here's a breakdown:

T - Tune In: Pay attention to what your child is doing or looking at. Comment on it and give them a chance to respond.
A - Ask Questions: Encourage your child to join the conversation by asking questions, starting with simple ones for younger kids and

moving to more open-ended ones as they grow.

L - Lift Language: Demonstrate the language you want your child to use in
the future, including interesting words, gestures, and expressions.

K - Keep It Going: Keep the conversation flowing by repeating the first three
steps of TALK. Focus on what interests your child to maintain engagement.

Here are some additional tips to enhance your communication with your
child:

Expose them to a rich vocabulary: Surround your child with a variety of
words and concepts to expand their language skills.

*  Respond promptly: Whenever your child communicates with you,
respond promptly and attentively to encourage further interaction.

Engage in two-way conversations: Instead of just talking to your child,
actively en?age in conversations with them, allowing for
back-and-forth exchange of ideas.

Use expressive facial expressions: Incorporate facial expressions to
convey emotions and enhance communication.

+  Embrace your native language: Utilize your first language to create a
nurturing and supportive environment for your child’s language
development.

RESOURCE: tinyurl.com/rtpmay24

Over a year ago, UWSEI and the Bannock County Collaborative Members
launched an initiative to invest in our community's youngest learners. In
February 2023, the Preschool Cohort began with selected providers in
Bannock County coming together to upgrade their centers from daycare to
early learning centers. By August, providers were equipped with
scholar-based curriculum and training for the new school year. In
November, we honored the providers with a speaker and dinner at ISU to
show appreciation for their hard work. We continued to support providers
by checking in on their progress and adjusting their curriculum as needed.
As they elevate their childcare centers, they also enhance their professions
and advocate for their importance in the community.

DATES OF NOTE

Every Saturday - Farmer's Market
Every Monday - Food Truck Round Up
May 3-4 - First Friday Art Walk
May 3-4 - SE Idaho Days — Parade, Car Show & Festival
May 10-11 - 101 Dalmatians Kids — Palace Theatre
May 12 - Mother's Day @ the Zoo
May 16-18 - Neighborhood Movie Night @ Lookout Point
May 17 - Descendants the Musical — Palace Theatre
May 27 - Swan Lake SummerFest
May 31-1 - Lava Hot Springs Wellness Festival
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NAAN GRILLED PIZZA

Ingredients:

%-1 Ib naan (3-6 fresh pieces, not frozen)

4 tablespoons olive oil

Y2-% cup marinara

12 oz. shredded mozzarella

1 bag pepperoni

Fresh herbs for garnish — basil, parsley, etc.
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Preheat grill to lowest heat setting available.

Evenly distribute olive oil to the bottom sides of each
piece of naan.

Evenly distribute marinara sauce to the top side of
each piece of naan.

Sprinkle cheese on each piece of naan.

Distribute pepperoni to each piece of naan.

Oil the grill grates, place the naan onto the grill, close
the lid and allow the pizza to cook for 4-5 minutes or
until cheese has melted. Remove pizzas and garnish
with fresh herbs — Enjoy!
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At the United Way of Southeastern Idaho, we believe that early childhood education is critical to lifelong success.
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