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ReadTalkPlay

r EVERY DAY

RTP EVERYDAY

Family engagement is crucial in the Read Talk Play initiative,
forming the foundation for early learning and growth. Reading
together, whether it's a parent reading to a child or vice versa,
offers more than just literacy skills: it builds empathy and
emotional understanding as children explore different
characters’ feelings and experiences. Sharing reading time
strengthens the parent-child bond, fostering open
communication. Exposure to new words through reading
enhances cognitive abilities and language development.
Tailoring reading materials to a child’s age, and gradually
introducing more complex concepts, is vital. Encouraging
reading in bilingual homes promotes language diversity.
Choosing between print and e-books depends on the family's
preferences. The goal is to nurture a love for reading and ensure
regular engagement with literature. Investing time in reading

with children lays a foundation for lifelong learning and success.

RESOURCE: tinyurl.com/rtpaprilO1

Your early learning providers have dedicated their Saturdays to
participating in exclusive provider education trainings available
only to preschool cohort members, facilitated by UWSEI. These
sessions fulfill licensing requirements and enhance their
expertise in early childhood education, benefiting the children
they serve. Collaboration with IdahoSTARS and Idaho AEYC
reflects a commitment to staying current on best practices in
early learning. Training programs like Literacy in Action with the
Portneuf District Library and Ready! For Kindergarten, offer
valuable resources directly applicable in classrooms, enriching
children’s learning experiences. Through these sessions,
providers gain access to new curriculum ideas, books, music,
and guides, improving the quality of education they offer.
Continuous learning ensures educators are equipped with the
latest strategies to support children's development in language,
literacy, math, and reasoning skills.

DATES OF NOTE

All April - National Child Abuse Prevention Month
April 6 - Museum of Clean: Family Fun Event
April 19-21 - Phil Meader Auto Fest
April 20 - Hello Goodbye Craft Show
April 20 - Run with the Big Dogs 2k walk/run or 5k run
April 27-28 - Portneuf Valley Environmental Fair

\ DORITO CASSEROLE

Ingredients:
1lb ground beef 2% cups salsa
1 red bell pepper 1 can corn (drained
1 packet taco 1 #9.2502) bag Nacho Cheese

seasoning mix lavored Doritos (crushed)
% cup water 2 cups shredded Mexican blend
or cheddar cheese

OPTIONAL TOPPINGS: sour cream, sliced green onion, sliced
olives, diced avocado, fresh cilantro, diced red onion,
guacamole, diced tomatoes, lime wedges, extra salsa.

Directions:

1. Heat oven to 350° & spray a 13" x 9" baking dish with
cooking spray; set aside.

2. Inalarge skillet, cook beef and bell pepper over
medium-high heat until meat is no longer pink. Drain
excess fat & return beef mixture to skillet. Stir in taco
seasoning and water. Simmer until thickened, stirring
in corn and salsa.

Place half of the crushed Doritos in the bottom of the
prepared baking dish and top it with half of the
shredded cheese. Spread beef mixture on top.

Bake uncovered, for about 20 minutes.

Sprinkle top of casserole with remaining cheese and
Doritos. Bake for an additional 5 minutes.
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At the United Way of Southeastern Idaho, we believe that early childhood education is critical to lifelong success.
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