
Read Talk Play is an initiative created by the American Falls School District to champion early childhood literacy. This research-based, 
community-supported initiative supports families and students—many who come from poverty households. Research shows that 
students from poverty enter kindergarten, on average, two years behind their peers who are not from poverty—this is often due to 
limited exposure to vocabulary.
The American Falls School District is aggressively tackling this challenge through a multifaceted approach which involves 
teacher-designed strategies that address needs in pre-kindergarten through 3rd grade. Through volunteer, business, and campus 
partnerships, parents and relatives are also being encouraged to read, talk, and play with their children from birth. With the help of 
parents, and in partnership with our community, we will have every student reading on grade level by third grade and on the path to a 
happy and successful life.

We had the fortunate opportunity to spend the day at the capitol 
engaging with our state's legislators. Our Director of Education held 
productive one-on-one and small group meetings with some of the 
most influential figures in our state—addressing potential obstacles to 
our initiatives, advocating for positive developments in our 
communities, and amplifying the voices of childcare providers. These 
discussions fostered meaningful exchanges, leaving both sides eager 
for further information—seeking more insights into effective strategies 
and information about the positive changes being implemented in 
childcare centers.

OUR STORY

UWSEI EARLY LEARNING DAY AT THE CAPITOL

Remember to stay active during spring break! Hopefully, we'll have 
warmer weather, perfect for enjoying the exciting events happening 
throughout the month. On March 9th, Jungle Retreat hosts SRD's 
Wild Reptile Adventure at 10 a.m., ideal for ages 6-16. Mark your 
calendars for March 15th and 16th for Chrome in the Dome, and 
March 21-23rd for the Spring Fair—fantastic family outings. Explore 
That's Clever in Chubbuck for fun crafting events all month long. And 
don't forget to visit the new Lookout Point Park or Wellness Complex 
to burn off some energy.

HEALTHY HABITS

At the United Way of Southeastern Idaho, we believe that early childhood education is critical to lifelong success.

United Way of Southeastern Idaho
Bannock County Early Learning Cohort 

and

1. In large bowl – add fruit and give a good mix.
2. Transfer mixed fruit into each waffle cone, top with ¼ 

cup whipped topping and 1 tbsp mini chocolate chips.
3. ENJOY! *Note – Swap any fruit out that you have on 

hand or would enjoy!*

Ingredients:

Directions:

4 waffle cones
1 cup blueberries
1 cup strawberries
1 cup raspberries

½ cup blackberries
¾ cup chopped pineapple
4 tablespoons mini
    chocolate chips
1 cup whipped topping

FRUIT CONES RECIPE

NEWSLETTER

National Caregiver Appreciation Day
Daylight Savings (”Spring Forward!”)
National Pi Day / National Potato Chip Day
St. Patrick’s Day (”Everyone’s a little Irish 
today”)
SD #25 Spring Break!
1st Day of Spring
Easter

3rd Fri. in March
March 10
March 14
March 17

March 18-22
March 19
March 31
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