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Dear Parents,

Over the last year, the United Way of Southeastern Idaho has been partnering with your childcare providers to transition
their childcare centers into early learning programs. Your childcare providers are part of a community-led collaborative.
As a part of this collaborative, your center is participating in Steps to Quality through IdahoSTARS, receiving additional
early education provider trainings, and adopting curriculum to transform their classrooms into early learning preschool
programs. We are so proud to be a part of this transition with your childcare providers. Our goal is to offer quality early
learning opportunities to children in the community, so they are ready for kindergarten and have the jump start they all

deserve!

United Way Early Learning includes three core pillars—Preschool Quality and Accessibility, Family Engagement, and

flourish.

PILLAR

This initiative aims to improve
preschool quality and access,
recognizing the crucial role of early
education in a child's cognitive,
social, and emotional growth. By
raising standards, implementing
better curricula, and expanding
preschool availability, kids can enjoy
valuable experiences that set the
stage for lifelong learning. This
effort encourages high quality
educational opportunities for our
youngest community members,
fostering a promising future

PILLAR 2

Family Engagement is a cornerstone
in the Early Learning Initiative,
recognizing how crucial parents and
guardians are in a child's early
education. By empowering families
with resources and guidance, the
initiative creates an environment
where learning involves everyone.
Encouraging communication,
providing educational tools, and
promoting interactive activities at
home strengthens the parent-child
bond and emphasizes the
significance of learning through play
and conversation.

—which intersect to create a positive experience for families, so children thrive and

Building an early learning system
recognizes the importance of
Community Support in early learning.
It takes a village to raise a child, and
communities play a pivotal role in
nurturing young minds. Collaborating
with local groups, schools, and
leaders, the initiative forms a support
network beyond individual homes.
Through workshops, outreach
programs, and advocating for
policies focusing on early childhood
development, communities actively
contribute to shaping a brighter
future for their youngest members.

Each pillar includes participation in our community initiative: Read Talk Play Every Day! With Read, Talk, Play — it's as
simple as those 3 words — Read with the children, Talk with the children, Play with the children... Every Day. This is a
community effort and encourages intentional interactions with children throughout their days. Interactions include:
families, childcare providers, teachers, extended family, coaches, friends, neighbors, etc. Little minds are ready to learn,
and it is our responsibility as parents, caregivers, and community members to provide rich learning moments and

positive experiences.

The Education team at United Way is excited to have you join us in building a new early learning system in our
community! We look forward to sharing fun ways to connect with your children through events, recipes, and other
activities during the course of this newsletter.

We're looking forward to learning with you!
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At the United Way of Southeastern Idaho, we believe that early childhood education is critical to lifelong success.
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