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MARLENE RICK SANDY
SARAH & JAMESONUnited Way of SE Idaho Community Fund donations support the 

Senior Activity Center in Pocatello which provides vital services for 
the well-being of seniors in our community. One senior, Marlene, 
came to the center depressed, isolated, and suicidal. A counselor 
suggested she start attending programming at the Center and upon 
participating, Marlene found friendship and volunteer activities 
which helped keep her active and engaged. Her life was changed by 
this programming and she is now a staff member at the center and 
supervised the breakfast fundraiser. This program truly helped Marlene 
find her place in the community and overcome her mental health 
struggles.

“THIS PROGRAM HAS LITERALLY SAVED MY LIFE. 
MORE THAN JUST A MEAL, THE PROGRAM HELPED 

ME FIND PURPOSE AGAIN”

The Nurturing Parents and Kindergarten Readiness Play groups 
program, funded in part by the United Way of Southeastern Idaho's 
Community Fund, is an innovative program aimed at helping our 
community reach one of our primary education goals: That every child 
in our community enters Kindergarten ready to learn and be successful. 
Jameson and his mother joined the program when he was two years 
old. Jameson was diagnosed with multiple special needs which resulted 
in additional speech and physical therapies. The kindergarten readiness play-
group program was a place where he could take steps to be himself and 
use the tools he was learning to get ready for kindergarten. After participation 
in the program, he is able to interact with neurotypical peers. His mom 
says, "He's conversational because of this program and he has a strong 
chance of entering kindergarten as a neurotypical boy by the age of 5."

“THIS PROGRAM CHANGES THE DIRECTION OF A 
CHILD’S LIFE AND FUTURE SUCCESS SIMPLY BY 
PROVIDING THAT ROADMAP FOR THE CHILD AND 

PARENT PRIOR TO KINDERGARTEN”

The United Way of Southeastern Idaho Community Fund supported Rick 
this past year who came into the Salvation Army to seek community 
resources after being unemployed and new to the area. Rick explained 
to the staff that he was a single parent and was starting to run out of 
savings. The program provided Rick with food boxes to meet his immediate 
needs and a list of resources to help him seek employment and get on his 
feet. A few months later Rick stopped by again, but this time to donate 
clothes. He told the staff that he had found a job and it was because 
the staff had encouraged him and provided him concrete direction and 
a place to start. Rick said that this program was a place of hope and 
refuge for those who were lost. 

“THIS PROGRAM EMPOWERED ME AND GAVE ME A NEW 
BEGINNING. I HAVE REUNITED WITH MY FAMILY AND 

AM REBUILDING MY LIFE”

SEICAA Bingham County, a program supported by 
United Way of Southeastern Idaho Community Fund 
dollars provided some much needed financial relief for 
Sandy. She lives in a mobile home and has extremely 
high utility costs on a fixed income. 

But after receiving utility assistance and financial 
advocacy support, Sandy was able to keep her utilities 
on and her budget intact to keep her financially stable 
for the long term. 

“PROGRAMS LIKE THIS ARE A FINANCIAL 
LIFESAVE TO SENIORS LIKE ME ON A FIXED 

INCOME AND TIGHT BUDGET”
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